THE  STRUGGLE  FOR EXISTENCE
hold his own, while his foresight is attested by the fact
that while Napoleon was at the height of his power the
British Prime Minister outlined the conditions upon
which peace was ultimately made ten years later. In this
connection it is interesting to note that Miranda,
assuredly no mean judge of men, credited Pitt personally
with such successes as England gained during his term
of office.1
In spite of the support which Pitt enjoyed in the
country, he was still the object of fierce denunciation in
the House of Commons, and on one occasion he actually
had to fight a duel as the result of words used there.
During the course of a debate the Prime Minister accused
Tierney, the "Friend of Humanity" in Canning's poem,
of obstructing the defence of the country, and as he re-
fused to withdraw or modify the expression Tierney sent
him a challenge.   The duel took place on Whit-Sunday,
May 2yth, 1798, and pistols were used.   As Pitt was lean
and his opponent was fat, the wits declared afterwards
that in all fairness his figure should have been chalked out
on Tierney's, and that no shot which took effect outside
ought to count.   The place chosen was a hollow near
where the Portsmouth Road dips into Kingston Vale, and
the two men met there in the early afternoon.   Pitt
brought Dudley Ryder, afterwards Lord Harrowby, as
his second, while General Walpole came with Tierney.
Addington, the Speaker, was also present.   The first dis-
charge left the duellists unhit, and at the second the Prime
Minister fired his pistol into the air; neither was hurt,
and honour was satisfied.2   Public opinion was shocked
at such a duel ever having taken place, not least because
1  Archivo del General Miranda, Vol. XIV, p. 368.
2  cf. Pellew, C.: Life and Correspondence of tbejirst Viscount Sidmoutb, Vol. I,
p. 206.
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